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The deadline for inclusion in the June 2018 edition of the Holy 
Cross newsletter, Quest, is Monday, May 14th. 
 

Articles can be emailed to the Church Administrator at: 
admin@holycrosslutheranchurch.net. 

 

The deadline for inclusion in the weekly bulletin is at noon on the 
Tuesday prior to the Sunday the bulletin will be released. 
 

Thank you, 
Teresa Easterly, 

Church Administrator 
 

Find us online! 
www.holycrosslutheranchurch.net 

Facebook:  Holy Cross Lutheran Church Herndon VA 
Twitter:  @HolyCrossELCA 
Instagram:  HolyCrossELCA 

  

mailto:admin@holycrosslutheranchurch.net
file:///K:/My%20Drive/Sorted%20Restored%20Files/Newsletter/2017%20Quest/April%202017/www.holycrosslutheranchurch.net
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STAFF AND COUNCIL NEWS 
 

NEWS FROM THE PASTOR 
 

NEW CONNECTIONS  
So those who welcomed his message were baptized,  

and that day about three thousand persons were added.  
Acts 2:41  

 
On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples.  
Empowered by the Spirit Peter and his companions proclaimed 
the good news of Jesus Christ with grace and conviction.  They 
made new connections to the community around them and that 
day three thousand persons became part of the body of Christ!   
 
Our Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod has embarked on a New 
Connections campaign to grow our synod by three thousand 
persons!  This goal includes plans to plant three new ministries.  In 
order to further that goal, the synod has embarked on $2.25 
million campaign.  Funds designated for this campaign will 
support the training and coaching of congregational leaders as 
they pursue to goal of growing the body of Christ, as well as 
support for new and innovative church initiatives.    
 
In March, the Holy Cross Council committed to being a part of the 
New Connections Campaign.  Our goal is to forge 48 new 
connections for Holy Cross and to raise $14,000 over the course of 
three years, 2018 to 2021, for the New Connections 
campaign.  Mike Faulkner, our New Connections Chair for 
Stewardship will be sharing more about this when we embark on 
our fall stewardship campaign.  
 
The BLESS cards that you received are part of the New 
Connections campaign.  You are encouraged to incorporate being 
a BLESSing in all that you do, building new connections to folks in 
Herndon, Reston and beyond.  New Connections is a way to 
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support our own congregation goal, identified through the Church 
Assessment Tool (CAT) of developing a comprehensive strategy 
to reach new people and incorporate them into the life of the 
church.    
 
This month Roy Geiger, our New Connections Chair for 
Engagement (Evangelism), is asking for volunteers to be a Holy 
Cross presence at the Herndon Festival.  This is an opportunity for 
Holy Cross folks to be a BLESSing to the community:  
 

Bridge with Boldness  
Listen with Openness  
Eat with Friendliness  
Serve with Compassion  
Share with Conviction  

 
As we conclude our BLESS sermon series on Pentecost Sunday I 
would encourage us as individuals and as a community to live into 
our calling to be Easter people, people who bring the good news 
of God’s love to a world sorely in need of healing and hope.  Let 
us go out into the world just as the early disciples did and build 
New Connections!  
 
BLESSings,  
 

 Pastor Kleiber 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 

Why did we used to sing “Amen” at the end of hymns  
and no longer do? 

 

The word “Amen” is used in literature as an assertive word, meaning 
“indeed.”  In liturgy it is our answer that one makes to a phrase or 
statement that someone else has just said, meaning, “may it be so” 
or, “yes, I want to be a part of that.”  Therefore, it is rightly used at 
the end of a prayer that the minister or assisting minister says for the 
congregation.  “Amen” is also used frequently in evangelical 
traditions to express support of or agreement with certain ideas in a 
sermon.  Strictly, there is no need for it after a prayer that is said by 
the entire congregation.  It just adds an extra level of dedication to 
the prayer.  As if to say, “Yes, I really meant the prayer I just said.” 
 

Its use at the end of hymns began in a time when hymns were sung 
by monastic choirs and priests.  At the end of the hymn the 
congregation would sing an “Amen.”  They get to listen to the 
beautiful hymn and then say to God, “Yes, we agree with the praises 
just sung in Your name.”  The practice became even more widespread 
in the fourth century when there was a rise of anti-Trinitarian debate.  
Hymn writers began adding Trinitarian stanzas to the end of all their 
hymns and made sure there was an “Amen” for the congregation to 
sing, forcing everyone to assert their belief in the Trinity on a regular 
basis.   
 

Now that hymns are sung by the entire congregation there is really no 
need to have an “Amen” at the end of every hymn.  The inclusion of 
them makes the ending of all hymns the same and boring.  Every time 
an Amen was sung at the end of a hymn it had the same note 
structure, it was always accompanied by the Plagal Cadence (a IV 
chord to a I chord).  It was used so consistently that the Plagal 
Cadence quickly became known as the Amen Cadence. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
Jeremy Shoop, Director of Music Ministries 
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HCLC congregational Responses to LGBTQ+ Survey 
 

Dear Holy Cross members, 
  
Thank you for participating in the HCLC survey on attitudes 
toward Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual, and Questioning 
(LGBTQ+) people!  A total of 104 of you responded to the 
survey which had been distributed to 160 Holy Cross member e-
mail addresses. This is a response rate of 65%--which is very 
good! (The average response rate for an internal survey such as 
this is between 30 to 40%.) 
   
These results will provide our call committee with actual data 
regarding congregational attitudes to LGBTQ+ matters.  Now, 
when candidates ask about same gender marriage or about 
congregational openness to LGBTQ+ people, the call committee 
will be able to present an honest picture of where people in the 
congregation stand. 
  
The survey will also provide information to the congregational 
council regarding the congregation’s openness or opposition to 
same-gender marriage.  
  
The questions and your answers follow on the next few pages. 
Thank you again for taking the time to respond faithfully and 
prayerfully. Please do not hesitate to call me or any of the council 
leadership if you have questions about how this information will 
be used.  
  
Blessings, 
  
Pastor Margrethe S. C. Kleiber 
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SURVEY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
Q1: I think Holy Cross is welcoming to all people regardless of... 
(check all that apply) 
 

 
 
Q2: Is the congregation currently very similar or quite diverse in 
terms of ethnicity, income, language, etc.? 
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Q3: Is the congregation currently very similar or quite diverse in 
terms of sexual orientations and gender identities? 
 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSESS  

Overwhelmingly Similar 23.08% 24 

Mostly Similar 48.08% 50 

Somewhat Similar / Somewhat Diverse 20.19% 21 

Mostly Diverse 5.77% 6 

Overwhelmingly Diverse 2.88% 3 

TOTAL  104 

 

Q4: Are you aware of parents or family members of Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning, and others (LGBTQ+) 
persons in the congregation? (Check all that apply) 
 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSESS  

No 43.27% 45 

Yes, but they do not accept their 
LGBTQ+ children or family 

1.92% 2 

Yes, and they accept their LGBTQ+ 
children or family members, but are 
private within the congregation 

36.54% 38 

Yes, and they are open about their 
LGBTQ+ children or family members 

19.23% 20 

Yes, and they are visible advocates 5.77% 6 

Total Respondents: 104    

 

Q5: Are you aware of LGBTQ+ persons in the congregation? 
 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSESS  

No 18.27% 19 

Yes, but they are private about their 
sexuality 

17.31% 18 

Yes, and some are open about their 
sexuality to members in the 
congregation while some are private 
about their sexuality to members of the 
congregation 

42.31% 44 

Yes, and individuals and/or couples are 
visible but not active in leadership 

2.88% 3 

Yes, and individuals and/or couples are 
visible and active in leadership 

19.23% 20 

TOTAL  104 
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Q6: Do you perceive Holy Cross to be politically conservative or 
politically liberal/progressive? 
 

 
 
Q7: In 2009 the ELCA Church-wide Assembly approved a Social 
Statement on Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust. While this 
statement discusses many aspects of human sexuality, its 
adoption opened the door for LGBTQ+ members of the ELCA to 
fully participate in the life of the church, including serving as a 
roistered minister. Have you read this statement? 
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Q8: In 2015 the Supreme Court made marriage equality the law 
of the land. Pastors are sometimes asked to perform weddings 
for same gender couples. Please choose the statement that best 
reflects your position. 
 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSESS  

I am not comfortable with same gender 
weddings at Holy Cross. 

9.62% 10 

I am unsure about same gender 
weddings at Holy Cross. 

25.00% 26 

I am comfortable with same gender 
weddings at Holy Cross. 

65.35% 68 

TOTAL  104 

 
Q9: If the HCLC call committee were to recommend an openly 
LGBTQ+ candidate to the congregation. 
 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSESS  

I would oppose the candidate based on 
their sexual orientation. 

6.73% 7 

I am unsure how I would respond to the 
candidate due to their sexual orientation 

18.27% 19 

I would consider the candidate’s gifts 
and talent regardless of sexual 
orientation. 

75.00% 78 

TOTAL  104 

 
Q10: Some congregations are Reconciled in Christ (RIC) 
congregations. This means the congregation has adopted a 
statement explicitly welcoming LGBTQ+ people to their 
community of faith. 
 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSESS  

I am not comfortable with this idea. 12.50% 13 

I am unsure about RIC, but I am willing 
to learn more about it. 

41.35% 43 

I support HCLC taking the steps 
necessary to becoming an RIC 
congregation. 

46.15% 48 

TOTAL  104 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD IS CARMEN SANDIEGO? 
 

 
 

Opps, we meant Pastor Kleiber. The answer to that question is 
easy! Pastor Kleiber will be in Hawaii starting on Monday, May 
21st. She will visit with her family and help her dad celebrate his 
92nd birthday!!! She will return to Northern Virginia on Thursday, 
May 31st. In the event of a pastoral care emergency, please 
contact the church office. 
 

FINANCE 
 

Audit Committee volunteers 
 

Help Wanted:  Volunteers for the 2017 Audit! The annual audit of 
HCLC financial records is scheduled to begin in May 2018. If you 
have the skills and interest we would love to have you on our 
audit team. Please contact Deb Reilly 
(debreilly62@gmail.com) if you are interested. 

 
  

http://gmail.com/
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WORSHIP 
 

GUEST PREACHING MINISTER ON TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

Holy Cross is honored to 
welcome the Rev. Dr. Gordon 
Lathrop as our guest preaching 
and presiding minister on Trinity 
Sunday – May 27!   
 
Gordon W. Lathrop is a pastor of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America and a retired 

professor of liturgy who has taught at two different seminaries of 
the ELCA, at Yale Divinity School and at the Virginia Theological 
Seminary. Prior to that teaching he served parishes in Wisconsin 
and in Washington State. He has a doctorate in New Testament 
studies from the Radboud University in Nijmegen, the 
Netherlands (1969), and honorary doctorates in theology from 
the University of Helsinki (2011) and from the University of 
Iceland (2017). He is the author of several books, including Holy 
Things: A Liturgical Theology (Fortress 1993), The Pastor: A 
Spirituality (Fortress 2006), The Four Gospels on Sunday: The New 
Testament and the Reform of Christian Worship (Fortress 2012), 
and Saving Images: The Presence of the Bible in Christian Liturgy 
(Fortress 2017).   
 
In 1985 he was the President of the North American Academy of 
Liturgy.  In the 1990s, he was a participant in the international 
Faith and Order meetings on Worship and Christian Unity. From 
2011 until 2013 he was President of Societas Liturgica, the 
international society of scholars in liturgy. He and his wife share 
four children and five grandchildren. He lives now in Arlington and 
is a member of Resurrection Lutheran Church. 
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EASTER SEASON SERMON SERIES 

  
Becoming an Easter People by Being a BLESSing 

  
April 22     Bridge with Boldness       The Apostle Philip Bridges Boldly 

                                                                  Acts 8:26-40 

April 29     Listen with Openness        Peter Learns to Listen 

                                                                         Acts 10:1-33 

May 6        Eat with Friendliness         Eating with the First Christians 

                                                                         Acts 2:43-47 

May 13      Serve with Compassion     Deacons Sent to Serve      
                                                                         Acts 6:1-7 

May 20      Share with Conviction       With the Power of the Spirit 
                                                           Acts 2:1-21 
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SHARE YOUR TALENTS 
 
…so kids can keep their hearts on GOD and their fingers busy with 
cool coloring pages from our new weekly children’s worship 
bulletins. 
 
Miss Amy McNaughton saw this Worship Activity Bag Stand at 
her home church. We would love to replicate it at HCLC. 

 
Is there someone who could 
make the stand (a pole with 
clothes hooks, a small platform 
and something to hold the sign 
at the top)? In addition, are 
there some stitchery folks who 
are willing to make new activity 
bags, similar to those in the 
picture? 
 
We will make the sign, make 
sure the supplies are current 
and begin putting in children’s 
bulletins (a new one each week 
with the cool designs of the 
Advent posters we worked on at 
the Happy Birthday Jesus Party). 
If you can help, please contact 
Suzanne Baggett  at 
sbaggett8826@gmail.com or 

Amy McNaughton at amy.b.mcnaughton@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:sbaggett8826@gmail.com
mailto:amy.b.mcnaughton@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

 
Talking Together as Christians 
about TOUGH SOCIAL ISSUES 

 
Sunday Mornings in April and May  

9:45 am to 10:45 am 
Room 202-203 

 
 

How does God and our faith relate to the issues we encounter in 
our lives and in society? How does the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America address difficult social issues? Is there room for 
disagreement among people of sincere faith?   

Join Pastor Kleiber for the remaining May series of conversations 
on ELCA social statements. At the end of this series, this 
discussion group will be able give input to a draft social statement 
on Women and Justice. 

May 6 Proposed Social Statement on Women and Justice 

May 13 Our Response 
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Our Kingdom Kids’ favorite Sunday School opening songs are 

“I’ve got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy Down in my Heart” and a lively “I 

am a C.” (I am a C. I am a C H. I am a C H R I S T I A N. And I 

have C H R I S T in my H E A R T. And I will L I V E   

E T E R N A L L Y!) Some of you may have heard us in the 

sanctuary. 
 

In the classroom we have been learning about The Prodigal Son, 

the Palm Sunday and Easter stories and are now in the middle of 

the parables of The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin.  
 

On Sunday May 13
th

 the kids will be making 2 dinners—one 

for Mom and one for elderly people or shut-ins. We will deliver 

the latter on Sunday, June 10
th

. 
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EVANGELISM 
 

Did You Get Your BLESS Card Yet? 
 
If you haven’t gotten a BLESS card yet – or you’d like more to 
share with others, please let me know. The same is true for our 
Holy Cross information cards. These business card-sized cards are 
easy to carry in your wallet, purse and/or pocket, ready to give 
folks if you start talking with them about Holy Cross. 
 
We have plenty of both the BLESS and information cards. Just 
contact Roy Geiger at gei2@verizon.net or 703-401-3934 or at 
church to get more cards. 
 
-- Roy Geiger 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:gei2@verizon.net
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JOIN US AT THE HERNDON FESTIVAL 2018! 
 

 
 
SAVE THE DATES: MAY 31 – JUNE 3. Holy Cross is participating in 
this year’s HERNDON FESTIVAL and we need your help! 
 
First, thanks to great financial support from Thrivent Financial, 
Holy Cross and Thrivent are “Friend Sponsors” of the Festival and 
specifically sponsoring a table of kid’s arts and crafts activities 
throughout the Festival. You will also see Holy Cross listed as a 
Friend Sponsor in pre-festival media, on volunteer t-shirts, in the 
pocket guides to the festival, etc. 
 
Secondly, we need your help to provide 30 volunteer hours to the 
festival any time throughout the four-day event. In exchange for 
this volunteer support of the festival, Holy Cross will have an 
exhibit at the festival on Saturday, June 2. Working with our 
partners from the Dulles Group of Thrivent, we’re planning a 
wonderfully interactive and fun exhibit that will showcase the 
best of Holy Cross and Thrivent. 
 
Interested in volunteering and want more info? Please contact 
Roy Geiger at gei2@verizon.net, 703-401-3934 or at church for 
more details and to sign up! Visit  
http://www.herndonfestival.net/ for more information about the 
festival. Come join the FUN! 
 

mailto:gei2@verizon.net
http://www.herndonfestival.net/
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FELLOWSHIP  
 

1st Sunday Lunch is BACK! 

 

 
 

 

Join us Sunday, May 6, for lunch in Fellowship Hall following 

the 11:00 am service!  

 

Cinco de Mayo theme - One day late, but let's celebrate! Enjoy 

tacos, enchiladas and more! Look forward to seeing you! For 

more information, contact Pam Darby at darborator1@aol.com. 

 

  

mailto:darborator1@aol.com
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OUTREACH 

MOTHER’S DAY NOISY OFFERING 

 
 

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13th 
 

On Mother’s Day, we will once again have a Noisy Offering, so 
start holding on to those nickels, dimes and quarters. The offering 
will benefit Safe Spot Children’s Advocacy Center of Fairfax 
County, which provides a child-friendly, culturally sensitive 
environment that promotes the safety and well-being of child 
victims of abuse while facilitating a comprehensive, multi-
disciplinary team approach to the intervention, investigation, 
prosecution and treatment of sexual abuse and severe physical 
abuse. 
 
To find more information and see you can get involved visit their 
website, http://www.safespotfairfax.org. 
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Outreach Highlights 

 

On the third Sunday of each month we collect food for LINK, an 
organization with a long history of service to our community. The 
official mission description LINK’s website,  
http://www.linkagainsthunger.org/, states: 
 
LINK, Inc. exists to provide emergency food and financial 
assistance to qualified people in need. Supported primarily by 
donations of food and funds, LINK is comprised of dedicated 
churches, organizations, and individuals serving the Herndon, 
Sterling, and Ashburn, Virginia communities. 
 
The all-volunteer staff at LINK believe in the power of selfless 
service and the importance of providing people in crisis with 
unconditional love. This love includes commitment, compassion, 
and the courage to serve the sick, abused, hurt, unloved, and 
powerless. 

 
Testimonies from some of the people LINK serves: 
 
Phone Message Received – 
“I received your delivery from LINK today several hours ago. I just 
was able to get up and put everything away I am so shocked that 
the quantity and quality of food that you brought me. My house 
has not had this much food in a year! I am so pleased - the chicken 

http://www.linkagainsthunger.org/
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salad, everything - it's just so exciting! I wanted to thank you and 
I'm sending a $15 donation because that's all I have right now but 
I am so very, very grateful and I just wanted you all to know. 
Thank you.” 
  
Email Received – 
“We very much appreciate the help from LINK for the past several 
years. Your organization have been a blessing. We are so great full 
for the help. We have 2 autistic sons. This year a 19 yr old and a 14 
year old. The older son is still waiting for a group home placement. 
  
We would love to thank the LINK Holiday Project for helping us 
during the Holidays and for helping us provide Christmas for our 
kids for the past several years. We have a huge nasty debt that 
keeps growing due to the medical bills not covered by insurance or 
Medicaid. Having a son in mental health hospitals that he needs 
and our insurance does not cover has left us in deeper debt that 
we make in one year with 3 jobs. 
  
Thank you for the services that your organization does to help 
families like ours in need. You are a blessing. We cannot thank you 
and your organization enough.” 
   
I am not sure I can add to those notes except, to thank you all for 
what you do that enables our church to contribute to the good 
work that LINK has been doing for so many years. 
 
--Suzanne Flegal 
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ANOTHER SUCCESS 
 
Thank you, to all who contributed so generously to our collection 
for the Greater DC Diaper Bank and Shelter House. We delivered 
the donations to the organizations—roughly $325.00 worth of 
diapers and wipes and $525.00 in household goods and cleaning 
supplies. They were so very grateful for the generosity of Holy 
Cross members.  
 
The manager of the diaper warehouse told us a story about one of 
the people they serve. A pre-school teacher had a student, 
Timothy, who came to class very sporadically for a long time; then 
he started coming on a daily basis. The teacher asked his mom 
what had changed and she answered that since she was receiving 
diapers on a regular basis she didn’t have to choose between 
buying him diapers and having bus fare to bring him to school. 
Because you cared and you shared, a huge difference was made in 
that child’s life. I hope you will continue to support these two 
organizations in any way you can! 
 
Our Inova Blood Drive was also very successful. We had 28 donors 
including not only Holy Cross members, but folks from the 
community. We plan to make this a regular event and will hold 
another drive in six months. 
 
A special thanks to Thrivent Financial Group (www.Thrivent.com) 
for the Seed Money Grant of $250.00 that helped us make this 
drive so successful! 
 
There are so many ways we can serve. We need to decide how we 
can best meet the needs of our community. If you have ideas on 
how to share and get involved please contact Suzanne Flegal at 
suzflegal@verizon.net or the Church Office, 
admin@holycrosslutheranchurch.net. 

http://www.thrivent.com/
mailto:suzflegal@verizon.net
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What is Herndon Village Network? 
 

Herndon 
   Village 
      Network 
 
HVN is a volunteer organization that provides rides to seniors in 
the Herndon area. 
 
The "village” idea started more than fifteen years ago in Boston, 
Massachusetts and has spread quickly throughout the country. 
Many localities are now organizing villages to meet the needs of 
the local population. The fundamental idea is for entire 
communities helping seniors, who can no longer manage all the 
areas of their daily lives. With assistance they may be able to 
remain in their homes, in familiar surroundings and maintain a 
higher quality of life. 
 
They need drivers to fulfill their mission.  It's the best job around 
Herndon. You'll interact with our members who really appreciate 
the rides we provide them. 
 
Our members rely on us to get them where they need to 
go: medical appointments, shopping/errands, social visits and 
religious events. We are always looking for new drivers to answer 
the call. We ask that drivers provide at least one ride a month, but 
always on their schedules. Volunteer drivers are always welcome. 
Join our team and make a difference in the lives of our members;  
Herndon citizens 55 and older living in zip code 20170. 
 
For more information, visit their website, 
http://www.herndonvillagenetwork.org. 

 

http://www.herndonvillagenetwork.org/
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

DEDICATION OF PRAYER BOOKS FOR 
THE ARMED SERVICES 

 
Pastor: The Prayer Books for the Armed Services donated by HCLC’s 

Advent Appeal were blessed by visiting pastor, Chaplain Major 
Scott Hagen on Sunday, April 15th. The books were sent to the 
following ELCA chaplains for distribution: 
 
 Lt. Col. Chris Conklin, who serves as chaplain in the Air 

Force 
 Captain Terri King, who serves as a chaplain in the 

Department of Pastoral Care and Ministry at Brook Army 
Medical Center 

 Chaplain John Connolly, who serves on the USS George H. 
W. Bush 
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2018 LENTEN APPEAL 
 

A hearty thanks to the congregation for its generosity to this years 
Lenten Appeal! Holy Cross raised $3,207 for Shelter House, a 
community non-profit serving women and children in need of 
shelter. Joe Meyer, the Executive Director of Shelter House, will 
join us at our 11:00 am worship service on Sunday, May 6th, to 
receive our gift. Thank you, Holy Cross for your amazing 
generosity! 

 
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
 

 
 

       We appreciate your online giving. To give electronically:  
 

1. Go to our website, http://www.holycrosslutheranchurch.net  
2. Click “Donate”  
3. Fill out the safe and secure donation form 

 
OR 

 
1. Download the Give+ app from the Apple App Store or the 

Google Play Store.   
2. Search for Holy Cross Lutheran Church. (It will appear near the 

bottom of the list.)  
3. Follow the prompts as desired 

http://www.holycrosslutheranchurch.net/
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SYNOD AND CHURCH-WIDE NEWS  

 

 
 

At 109 years old, St. Paul 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Baltimore had deep roots in the 
community but was in danger of 
closing. The congregation’s 
unstable situation was akin to many 
others in southeast Baltimore in 2009, 
the year Mark Parker, their current 
pastor, arrived. 
 

Parker said it was their synod’s 
director for evangelical mission that 
suggested rapidly transforming the 
congregation by focusing on the 
surrounding community. This 
changed St. Paul into what is now 
known as Breath of God Lutheran 
Church. 
 

“A congregation in decline in terms of 
numbers and energy and people has a 
really hard time reversing that 
because you need resources in order 
to do different things,” Parker said. 
“Each year [the new start funds] gave  
us room to grow without a sense of 
scarcity or anxiety it could all fall 
apart next month because we couldn’t 
pay the bills.” 

 
Breath of God is in an area that is rich 
in diversity. In order to grow, the 
congregation began to shift its focus 
outward to its surrounding 
neighborhood. 
 

“We do a lot more community 
outreach than we did in the last 25 
years,” said longtime member Joe 
Burk. “The building is used every day 
of the week.” 
 
The new direction invigorated current 
members and began attracting new 
ones. “I felt inspired in a way where I 
haven’t felt before from a church,” 
said member Jennifer Pruitt. 
 
The change in focus would not have 
been possible were it not for the funds 
Breath of God received through 
Mission Support, according to Parker. 
At the same time, they contribute 
between 10 and 12 percent of their 
annual offerings to Mission Support. 
“It’s interesting because we give 
Mission Support and then we’re 
getting it back,” he said. “That’s how 
the church works; we sustain each 
other.” 
 



    

 

Your Mission Support dollars are used by the 
ELCA church-wide organization to support 
directors for evangelical mission and new 
congregations like Breath of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To read more stories, visit ELCA.org/SOFIA 
and download a copy of Stories of Faith in 
Action. 
  



    

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

 8:30 11:00 
 

 

Readers/Greeters 

May 6 LeRoy Wallin Rob Skelton 
May 13 Rick Garverick 

Pat Garverick 
Glen Piersol 
Kathy Piersol 

May 20 Mike Faulkner 
Karen Faulkner 

Earl Belue 
Fredna Belue 

May 27 Joel Flegal 
Suzanne Flegal 

Gary Wolfe 
Helen Wolfe 

 

Ushers 

May 6 Joe Baggett 
Suzanne Baggett 

Mike Faulkner 
Howard Miller  
Roy Geiger / Diana Virgo 

May 13 Sally Moser 
Mark Roe 

Joel Flegal 
Suzanne Flegal 
Gary Wolfe /Helen Wolfe 

May 20 Lynn Russo 
Vince Russo 
 

Joe Makowski 
Kathy Makowski 
Marge Nafey 

May 27 Jane Pattison 
Dennis Pattison 

Roy Geiger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 8:30 11:00 
 

Worship Leaders 
 

May 6 Sarah Moran 
LeRoy Wallin 
Vivian Jefferson 

Daniel Contreras 
Rob Skelton 
Samuel Contreras 

May 13 Clay Newcomb 
Rick Garverick 
Pat Garverick 

Erin Woods 
Glen Piersol 
Kathy Piersol 

May 20 Sarah Moran 
Mike Faulkner 
Karen Faulkner 

Ben Breene 
Briana Fautley 
John Breene 

May 27 Thomas Newcomb 
Joel Flegal 
Suzanne Flegal 

Joe Skelton 
Gary Wolfe 
Helen Wolfe 

 

Assisting Ministers 
 

May 6 Becky Morgan Kathy Makowski 
May 13 Joy Heuer Becky Morgan 
May 20 Anne Geiger Andy Krueger 
May 27 Mike Faulkner Mike Rose 

 

Altar Guild 
 

May 6 Lori Newcomb 
Alice Shaw 
Thomas Newcomb 

Sharon Carter 
Nancy Jones 

May 13 Pat Berg, Judy Kelley 
Denise Robinson 

Pam Darby, Erin Woods, 
Claudia Woods 

May 20 Lynn Russo, Sally Moser,  
Cecelia Brown 

Brian Virnelson, Cathy 
Pfisterer, Hope Shearer 

May 27 Jane Pattison 
Karen Faulkner 

Carolyn Rose, Carol  
Shaffer, Beulah Medikonda 
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