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The deadline for inclusion in the April 2017 edition of the Holy 
Cross newsletter, Quest, is Wednesday, March 22nd. 
 

Articles can be emailed to Eve Nealon at: 
office@holycrosslutheranchurch.net.  
 

The deadline for inclusion in the weekly bulletin is at noon on the 
Tuesday prior to the Sunday the bulletin will be released. 
 

Thank you, 
Eve Nealon, 

Church Administrator 
 

Find us online! 
www.holycrosslutheranchurch.net 

Facebook:  Holy Cross Lutheran Church Herndon VA 
Twitter:  @HolyCrossELCA 
Instagram:  HolyCrossELCA 
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FORTY DAYS 
 

Forty is one of those biblical numbers that have special 
significance.  After the exodus from Egypt, the Hebrew people 
wandered in the wilderness for forty years.  It was a time of 
preparation for a new life as a nation in a new land. 
 
The wilderness is an evocative image for the interim journey, that 
time in a congregation’s life when it is between settled pastors.  It 
is a time of self-reflection in preparation for the congregation’s 
ministry to come.  It is a time of discerning what is life-giving in 
our history and traditions so that we can carry that into the 
future.  It is also a time of considering new ways of being church 
together, ways that will sustain the church for the generations 
that follow. 
 
As we begin the forty days of Lent, days the church has 
traditionally set aside for prayer and discernment, I invite you to 
reflect on what makes Holy Cross Lutheran Church a life-giving 
community for you.  As a spiritual practice on each of the forty 
days of Lent write down something about this congregation for 
which you are grateful.  It might be a hug from another member.  
It might be a conversation during fellowship hour or during the 
week.  It might be an inspiring hymn or anthem.  It might be an 
opportunity to serve.  By the end of Lent, you should have 
identified 40 ways Holy Trinity has been transformative or life-
giving for you!   
 
As your transition pastor, I will commit to this discipline of 
identifying what I find life-giving in this community.  Each week, I 
will share this list with you via a blog post. 
 
I also ask, that as part of your Lenten discipline as well as your 
commitment to this congregation’s interim journey, you commit 
to Sunday worship during Lent and participate in the great events 
of Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.  
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Your presence in worship is a gift to the life of this community and 
is more essential than ever as we continue our interim journey 
together.  
 
As we journey together through this time of preparation for our 
Lord’s resurrection at Easter as well as this time of preparation for 
the ministries to come, I thank you for your faithful participation 
the life of this community! 
 
+ 
 
Pastor Margrethe    
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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Transition Fund 
 
Greetings, 
 
Over the past month several people have approached me and 
asked me questions about the Transition Fund that has been 
established to facilitate the call of our next pastor.  I have found 
that when there are questions about a subject from one person, 
others are likely to have similar questions.  With this in mind I will 
attempt to explain the reasoning and necessity of raising this 
money. 
 
As in all things in life, there is a cost associated with the calling our 
next pastor.  The Transition Fund is designed to cover all costs 
associated with calling a new pastor from beginning to end.  
During the interview portion of the process these costs are likely 
to include travel expenses such as air fare, rental cars and hotel 
rooms.  For instance, during the call process for Pastor Jones, 
there were two candidates that had to be flown in for interviews, 
and one that drove more than 100 miles.  However, the expenses 
associated with this part of the process are only a portion of the 
overall costs. 
 
Once the call process is complete and the selection of a candidate 
is made, the cost of relocating the pastor and the pastor’s family 
are the responsibility of the congregation.  The moving costs are 
difficult to estimate since we do not know if this will be a cross-
town or cross-country move.  Council working with the Finance 
Team provided for the possibility that some kind of cross-country 
move would be necessary, and established the fund amount with 
this reasoning in mind.  Having a fund sufficient to allow us to 
consider out-of-area candidates will increase our opportunity to 
choose the best pastor for Holy Cross. 
 



4 

It is important that we have the funds in place by Easter for 
several reasons.  First of all, once the Call Committee receives the 
list of candidates from the Synod, the committee will need funds 
to start and finish its process.  Secondly, funds will need to be on-
hand once the call has been accepted to be in a position to 
facilitate the relocation of the pastor in a timely manner.  The 
time to raise these funds is not when the interview process starts 
or when a pastor is called, but now.  By completing this fund 
raising campaign by Easter our congregation is sending a clear 
message to potential candidates about our commitment to calling 
our next pastor. Any funds not spent will revert to the general 
fund. 
 
Several members of Church Council and the Finance Team seeded 
this fund with their donations before the campaign was 
announced to the congregation.  This speaks to how important 
the congregation’s leadership believes this campaign is.  The torch 
is now passed to the congregation.  Please prayerfully consider 
contributing to this fund over the coming weeks, and help provide 
for our future as we continue moving forward.  
 
If you have any further questions please feel free to contact me, 
 
With JOY! (Jesus, Others, Yourself) 
 
Mike Berg, 
Council President 
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NEWS FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT 
 
First, let me take this opportunity to thank you for electing me to 
serve as your Council Vice President.  I am honored by the 
opportunity, and deeply humbled by the trust you have placed in 
me.  I will give my best to you and in service to our Lord.  I am 
open to hearing your ideas and appreciate your commitment to 
Holy Cross. 
 
Second, I’d like to share a glimpse into a recent event.  On 
Saturday, February 11th, the leadership team, including the Staff, 
Council, Transition Team and Call Committees, participated in a 
retreat at Holy Cross. This was in part a “hand off” event where 
the Transition Team passed their work onto the Call Committee, 
and outgoing Council transitioned their work to newly elected 
members.   More importantly, the retreat was a thoughtful 
opportunity for us to come together, to gel as a group, and begin 
to map the path forward.  The day was both thought provoking 
and tangible.  With our 3 priorities from the CAT survey in front of 
us, we broke into groups to identify possible “experiments” to 
further improve our ministries, even as we call a new pastor. The 
conversations were animated and energizing. We discovered 
some common themes in our thinking about reaching out to our 
community and drawing in families.  We came away with a list of 
great ideas, along with some proposed next steps.  The Council 
will prioritize the list at our next meeting, and put an action plan 
into place.  We will share the idea list next month, but feel free to 
ask any Council member about it… we’d love to hear from you! 
 
Finally, I’d like to express gratitude to Pastor, Mike and Eve for all 
their work preparing the retreat.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Deb Reilly, 
Council VP 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 
The Old Rugged Cross is a hymn that I often get requests to use 
during Lent.  While it does not appear in our current hymnal it is 
still a great hymn and worthwhile to print in the bulletin for our 
use on a Sunday morning.  Many people have fond memories of 
singing this beautiful hymn as a child.   
 
George Bennard, author of The Old Rugged Cross, was born in 
Youngstown, Ohio, shortly after the end of the Civil War.  Shortly 
after his father died and he was left to care for his sisters and 
mother, Bennard came to Christ through the ministry of the 
Salvation Army.  Eventually Bennard moved to Chicago and began 
his ministry with the Methodist Episcopal church as a traveling 
evangelist. 
 
On one occasion, after a difficult season of ministry, Bennard was 
searching for a better understanding of the power of the cross of 
Christ.  He later said,  “I was praying for a full understanding of the 
Cross.  I read and studied and prayed.  The Christ of the cross 
became more than a symbol.  It was like seeing John 3:16 leave 
the printed page, take form, and act out the meaning of 
redemption.  While watching this scene with my mind’s eye, the 
theme of the song came to me.” 
 
It took several months for the words to formulate in his mind.  As 
he preached through the Midwest, Bennard would carry the 
words with him, working on them, and sometimes singing them in 
his meetings.   
 
With his hymn finished, he sang it for two friends, Rev. and Mrs. L. 
O. Boswick.  The Boswicks were so moved that they helped pay 
the fees to have it printed.  It soon appeared in hymnals across 
the country. 
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I hope you find comfort in the words of George Bennard this 
Lenten season. 
 
Are there any hymns you remember singing as a child that aren’t 
in our current hymnal?  Let me know and we might be able to sing 
them still. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Jeremy Shoop, Director of Music Ministries 
 

The Old Rugged Cross 
 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
the emblem of suff’ring and shame; 

and I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
for a world of lost sinners was slain. 

 
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 

and exchange it some day for a crown. 
 

Oh, that old rugged cross so despised by the world, 
has a wondrous attraction for me; 

for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above, 
to bear it to dark Calvary.  Refrain 

 
In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 

a wondrous beauty I see; 
for ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 

to pardon and sanctify me.  Refrain 
 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, 
its shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Christ will call me some day to my home far away, 
where his glory forever I’ll share.  Refrain 
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YOUTH 
 

PALM SUNDAY: THE PATH TO RESURRECTION 
MULTI-GENERATION SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENT 

Sunday, April 9th ~ 9:40 to 10:50 
 

KIDS 
 EASTER EGGS - 3 WAYS 

(dyeing, finding hidden designs, adding stickers) 

 RESURRECTION BUTTERFLIES 

 HAND PALMS 

 
ADULTS 

 DECORATE & DYE EASTER EGGS 

 Take the ROAD TO EAST CHALLENGE 

 Organize 11 events in order of occurrence. 

 (Bibles will be provided.) 

 WEAVE PALM CROSSES 
 

Continental Breakfast will be served. 
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS APRIL 29th 
 
A first communion class will be held on Saturday, April 29th, 
beginning at 12:30 pm with a pizza lunch and concluding at 3:30 
pm.  The class is designed for children ages 6 to 9 and will be held 
in the Fellowship and kitchen (we will be baking communion 
bread to be used on First Communion Sunday.   If you feel your 
child or grandchild is ready to take First Communion please 
contact the church office to register.  First Communion Sunday 
will be on April 30th.     
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC EVENTS 
 

Ash Wednesday March 1st 
Noon & 7:00 PM 

With Communion and Imposition of ashes 
 
 

 
 

Mid-Week Worship  
Based on Luther’s Small Catechism 
Wednesdays and Thursdays in Lent 

 
Lent 1 The Ten Commandments Wed., March 8 7:00 pm 
  Thurs. March 9 12:00 noon 
 
Lent 2 The Apostles Creed Wed., March 15 7:00 pm 
  Thurs. March 16 12:00 noon 
 
Lent 3 The Lord’s Prayer Wed., March 22 7:00 pm 
  Thurs. March 23 12:00 noon 
 
Lent 4 Holy Baptism Wed., March 29 7:00 pm 
  Thurs. March 30 12:00 noon 
 
Lent 5 Holy Communion Wed. April 5 7:00 pm 
  Thurs. April 6 12:00 noon 
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1st & 3rd Sunday 

 
March 5th - to Embry Rucker Shelter. 
 
March 19th - to LINK. 
 
If you would like to deliver the donations after the late service 
then please contact Mario Ceste at (703) 400-5526 or 
mceste@gmail.com. 
 
April’s Food Donation Sundays will be the 2nd and the 15th. 

 
Thank you! 

tel:%28703%29%20400-5526
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Easter Flowers  

 

We are again collecting funds to use in 
decorating the sanctuary to enhance our 
worship services. We will be decorating the 
sanctuary with lily and hydrangea plants for 
Easter Sunday services. A donation to this 
fund will allow you to make a dedication 
either in Memory or Honor of someone 
special. These dedications will appear in the 
Easter Sunday bulletin. If you would like to 

take a hydrangea home after the service, the minimum donation 
is $20 per plant. To order, please fill in the section below and put 
it, along with a check or cash, in the offering plate or mail it to the 
office. 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
 

I would like to make a donation   $____________ 
I would like to take _______ Hydrangeas home after the service 
at $20 each for a total of $ ____________ 

 

Your Name _____________________________________________ 
As you would like it to appear in the bulletin 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
Please print 

 

 

 
 

IN HONOR OF 
Please print 

 

 

 
 

In order to have your dedication included in the bulletin, the completed form 
and your funds must be received in the church office no later than April 2nd. 
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ALTAR FLOWER SIGN-UP SHEETS FOR 2017 
 
If you would like to donate altar flowers for a particular Sunday 
next year, please sign up on the new 2017 Flower Charts which 
are in the Narthex. The cost for one vase of flowers is $40.00, and 
the cost for two vases is $ 80.00.   If you would like to donate 
flowers, please print your name next to that particular date on the 
flower chart. If you would like to donate both vases for that 
Sunday, you’ll need to sign both flower charts. Print your 
dedication as you would like it to appear in the bulletin, i. e. “in 
memory of” or “in honor of” or “in celebration of.”   You may mail 
your check to the church office or place it in the offering plate. 
Please be sure to note on the check that it is for altar flowers. If 
possible, please remit a separate check for flowers instead of 
including payment in your weekly offering.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Joan MacAdams by phone 703-851 
7987, or by email - jmacadams8@gmail.com. 
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500 x 500 CHALLENGE 
 
 

 
 
 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the January - 
February 500 x 500 Challenge! Because of you 

generosity we collected 578 pairs of underwear and 
gloves to give to the residents of the Embry Rucker 

Shelter.  
 

Thank you for your help and consideration. We are 
making a difference not only in our church but in our 

community as well! 
 

Please stay tuned for our next 500 x 500 Challenge 
coming this Spring! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

MAKING SENSE OF THE CROSS 
 

So what’s with the cross? What does 
the cross say about God? What’s the 
big deal? Did Jesus have to die?   
 
This Lent, join us for an adult class that 
looks at the cross.  We will explore the 
questions as well as the answers 
Christians through the ages have posed 
before the mystery of the cross.  
Please sign up in the narthex.   Join us 
Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM In Ed. 
Wing Room 204 
 

Mar. 5 Introduction & Chapter 1: A Man Hanging on a Tree 
 
Mar. 12 Chapter 2: Portraits and Perspectives 
 
Mar. 19 Chapter 3: Ransom and Victory 
 
Mar. 26 Chapter 4: Substitution, Satisfaction, and Sacrifice 
 
Apr. 2 Chapter 5: Example and Encouragement 
 
Apr. 9 Chapter 6: Event and Experience 
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Herndon Relay for Life - June 10-11 
 
Holy Cross will once again be joining with the Herndon community 
to raise money for the American Cancer Society. Join or donate to 
the Holy Cross Relay for Life Team here: 
https://tinyurl.com/hclc17 or search for Holy Cross on the 
Herndon Relay for Life 2017 website. 
 
More information to come! 
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COOKIE BRIGADE - 
VOLUNTEER POSITION OPEN!!! 

 
Our previous, wonderful, team leader Janice Abrams recently 
moved out to Manassas. We give her many thanks for leading 
such a great ministry at HCLC! This also means that we are looking 
for a volunteer to help lead the Cookie Brigade going forward! For 
those who may not be familiar with what the Cookie Brigade 
does, this ministry delivers fresh baked cookies to new visitors 
who come to Holy Cross and sign our guestbook. As we enter this 
time of transition, having a presence in the community is 
especially important. If you are interested in helping out and 
would like to volunteer, please contact Esther Samuelson at 
esther.joy.samuelson@gmail.com. 
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A Note from Joan MacAdams, Altar Guild Leader: 
 
Life Changes for the MacAdams Clan are underway! We are 
retiring and moving to California no later than July 1st. Our VA 
house is being prepped for sale and we are in the process of 
buying our retirement home. I have promised Pastor Kleiber that I 
will continue to serve as head of HCLC Altar Guild through Easter 
Sunday. I sincerely ask all current and past Altar Guild members to 
consider stepping up to leadership! You are all fully capable of 
serving in this position. Please let me know via email 
jmacadams8@gmail.com or by text or call to 703-851-7987 if you 
are ready for Leadership! I will make time to train you! 
 
For your prayerful consideration, 
Joan MacAdams 
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MEMBERS OR FRIEND OF HOLY CROSS 

 
Want to have the time of your life? If you love PEOPLE, EAGER 
LEARNERS, and extraordinarily REWARDING EXPERIENCES, then 
you just MIGHT LOVE teaching students in Holy Cross’ exceptional 
ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) program. Or as we 
like to think of it .  .  . 
 
English, Education  
and 
Socialization 
for  
Others to gain 
Literacy 
 
 No experience necessary 
 No fluency in other languages desired or required 
 Training, texts, lesson plans provided 
 Spaces available for Mondays and/or Wednesdays 

 
For more information, please call 
Ellen Atwell at 703-201-2900 
or 
Suzanne Baggett at 703-864-5562 
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ESOL – English Speakers of Other Languages 
 

My name is Jalal. I’m 74 years old and I’m from Iran (Persia). Iran 
is a very ancient country with a very great civilization. 
 

I was raised in Iran. At age 20 after I finished high school I entered 
the Air Force Academy College. In 1967 I transferred to the United 
States for continuing pilot training. This was the first time that I 
left behind all of my family and friends.  
 

More importantly, I had just married and had to leave my lovely 
bride behind. This was very heartbreaking for me. My US pilot 
training lasted for two years. In this period of time I was very 
excited and sometimes very homesick but always thought about 
my goal that I must archive.  
 

After two hard-working years I graduated from pilot training and 
became a fighter pilot. My two-year period in the US was a very 
good experience and provided me with the opportunity to live in a 
country with a different culture and a variety of religions and to 
learn how to communicate with the people. 
 

After I went back to Iran I started my family and my career in the 
Iranian Air Force. Our life was very good in Iran, especially before 
the revolution that happened in 1979. My family consists of my 
wife, three sons and me. My sons ages are 46, 42 and 31. My 
middle son is an American citizen and about 4 years ago we got 
our green cards. Our aspiration is to be American citizens. We 
love this country so much and we try to be useful for this nation.  
 

First stop for any newcomer in this country is to learn English and 
we want to give our humble thanks to the people at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church, especially the lovely and patient ESOL teachers 
who give us this opportunity to learn English. It is my belief that 
literacy is not enough, we should work hard and practice, practice 
English.  
 

God bless you and God bless the U.S.A. 
Jalal 
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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 
 

Each year Thrivent Financial members make an impact in their 
local communities through Thrivent Choice®—Thrivent’s member-
advised charitable grant program. Eligible members have the 
opportunity to recommend where Thrivent’s charitable outreach 
funds go, and many choose to give back to their own 
congregations.  
 

Nearly $51.3 million in Choice Dollars® charitable grant funds 
were distributed to churches and other nonprofit organizations in 
2016. Growing Home, a nonprofit focused on breaking the cycle 
of generational poverty, helped a family in need using Thrivent 
Choice funds:  
 

Seth, his wife, Amy, and their children were forced to live in their 
Jeep after their apartment was condemned. They stayed in 
Growing Home’s emergency shelter for 60 days until they were 
able to get back on their feet. “The very first night we were in the 
program, Growing Home was full of love for us,” recalls Seth. “My 
son Connor came in and told me that he had Spider-Man sheets 
and blankets on his bed. It was the little things that meant so 
much.”  
 

While staying at the shelter, Seth got a new job. Seth and Amy 
also found an apartment, but didn’t quite have enough money for 
the deposit and first month’s rent. With funds from Thrivent 
Choice, Growing Home was able to step in, and provide them with 
what they needed to make their transition.  
 

Want to make a difference in the lives of others and live more 
generously? Thrivent Choice® is just one of the benefits of being a 
Thrivent member. There are thousands of organizations you can 
support, including your own church. Visit 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to see program details and find 
charitable organizations to help.  
 

The Thrivent Choice® charitable grant program engages Thrivent members and Thrivent Member Networks in 
providing grants that support charitable activities, furthering Thrivent’s mission and its purposes under state law. 
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 
 

 
 

JOY (Just. Older. Youth) 
 
Lisa Toney will be taking a hiatus from planning events for JOY this 
year! If anyone is willing to step up and take over please let her 
know. Please don't let this stop you from planning social events or 
gatherings. She hopes everyone continues to come together in 
fun and adventurous ways. See you around church! 
 
Tuesday Evening Small Group:  We are a group of several women 
who meet for fellowship and a Serendipity Bible lesson in the 
Small Conference Room Tuesday evenings at 7:00 PM.  
 
Fiber Arts Small Group:  We invite you to visit and learn a new 

craft skill. Would you like to make your own prayer 
shawl? Or perhaps you'd like to join in the prayer 

shawl project for use by the congregation? We meet 
every second and fourth Wednesday of the month at 

6:30 PM in the Conference Room. For more information on 
joining us please contact Joan MacAdams:  (703) 851-7987 or at 
jmacadams8@gmail.com or Anne Geiger: Gei2@verizon.net; 
 (703) 437-9413. 
 
Quilting For Lutheran World Relief: March 4th 10:00 AM - 3:00 
PM. In the Education Wing. Please join us again this year as we 
work to provide families in need the gift of warmth and comfort. 
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Greeters 
 8:30 11:00 

March 5th Suzanne Flegal Cheri Weatherhead 
 Joel Flegal 
 

March 12th Kate Flegal Brian Virnelson 
  Cathy Pfisterer 
 

March 19th Sylvia Moran Tom Skelton 
  Robert Skelton 
 

March 26th Richard Krapf John Pinckney 
 

Readers 
 8:30 11:00 

March 5th Suzanne Flegal Cheri Weatherhead 
 

March 12th Kate Flegal Brian Virnelson 
 

March 19th Sylvia Moran Tom Skelton 
 

March 26th Richard Krapf John Pinckney 
 

Assisting Minister 
 8:30 11:00 

March 5th  Anne Geiger 
 

March 12th Becky Morgan Anne Geiger 
 

March 19th Becky Morgan Ben Breene 
 

March 26th Mike Faulkner Mike Rose 
 

Communion Assistants 
 8:30 11:00 

March 5th  Len Owens 
 

March 12th Deb Reilly Jon Morgan 
 

March 19th  Hope Shearer 
 

March 26th Mike Rose Frank Podczerviensky 
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Ushers 
 8:30 11:00 

March 5th Suzanne Baggett Roy Geiger 
 Joe Baggett Howard Miller 
  Mike Faulkner 
  Diana Virgo 
 

March 12th Sally Moser Gary Wolfe 
 Mark Roe Joel Flegal 
  Suzanne Flegal 
 

March 19th Vince Russo Kathy Makowski 
 Lynn Russo Joe Makowski 
 Jane Pattison Marge Nafey 
 Denis Pattison 
 

March 26th  Roy Geiger 
 

Altar Guild 
 8:30 11:00 

March 5th Lori Newcomb Sharon Carter 
 Alice Shaw Nancy Jones 
 

March 12th Denise Robinson Claudia Woods 
 Pat Berg Erin Woods 
  Pam Darby 
 

March 19th Lynn Russo Brian Virnelson 
 Sally Moser Cathy Pfisterer 
 Joan MacAdams Hope Shearer 
 

March 26th Jane Pattison Carolyn Rose 
 Karen Faulkner Carol Shaffer 
  Beulah Medikonda 
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Birthdays: 
 
2 Sarah Heuer, Cecillia Pineres 
4 Otto Jacobson 
5 Juanita Slemp, Kyle Wheeler 
6 Joe Colonna, Adam Fatz, Matthew Romano  
7 Laura Tubesing, Caitlin Williams 
9 Jeff Barger, Donna Higdon 
11 Nia Ravenstahl 
12 Steven Robinson 
13 Julianna Pecoraro 
14 Jan Chapman, Lisa Galoci, Jeffery Gordon, Nicole Warwick 
16 Carolyn Rose 
17 Colleen Adams 
20 Alice Wright 
21 Raymond Fatz 
23 Sherwood Simons 
24 Larry Whitmer 
29 Vanessa Godshalk 
 
 
 
 

 Anniversaries: 
 
6 Karen & James Sargent 
20 Deb & Joe Reilly 
29 Nancy & Tom LaFalce 
30 Fredna & Earle Belue 
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