
Building on the Best of Our Past To Flourish in Our Future  
 Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them  

will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.  
Matthew 7:24 

 

In preparation for calling a new pastor, the congregation of Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

embarked upon a process of self-reflection known as Appreciative Inquiry. Through interviews 

and group discussions, members identified their personal motivations and reasons for being part 

of the HCLC community—particularly those activities and events they found life-giving—along 

with their hopes and dreams for the church. The transition team refined these communal 

aspirations into four key themes that are rooted in our historic strengths and reflect the best of 

our practices and our hopes for HCLC's future. The themes discussed below (Excellence in 

Worship, Marvelous Music, Care for Each Other and our Community, and Lifelong Learning for 

Spiritual Growth) reflect the voices and ideas of the HCLC family. It is our hope of that 

everyone sees their memories, hopes, and dreams for Holy Cross in this document, which will be 

used to help chart our future course. Thank you for your participation in the inquiry process and 

for sharing your dreams and ambitions for HCLC.     

 

Excellence in Worship  

 

At Holy Cross Lutheran Church, worship is at the center of and connected to everything we do. 

We welcome all to join us as we gather to experience Christ’s teachings in the liturgy, Word, and 

sacrament of Holy Communion. Our sanctuary—with its beautiful stained glass windows and 

large cross suspended above the altar—offers a reflective atmosphere that is strikingly peaceful 

and saturated with vibrant, living devotion.   

 

 All generations have a place in worship. Time is set aside for a children’s message while 

our older youth find opportunities to serve as acolytes, assisting ministers, communion 

assistants, readers, and ushers.  

 

 Confident of God’s grace, we embrace our Lutheran heritage and are inspired by 

scripture, prayers, and sermons placed in the context of today’s world. Our Advent and 

Lenten midweek services offer opportunities to prepare our hearts for the great festival 

celebrations of Christmas and Easter. 

 

 Worship provides time for personal reflection as well as our communal celebration of 

God’s love and forgiveness. We leave worship energized and ready to serve.   

 

Marvelous Music 

 

The members of Holy Cross are passionate about the music in our worship services as an 

expression of joy in God’s presence, as well as nourishment for the soul. Musicians of all ages 

and abilities are drawn to Holy Cross for the myriad of opportunities to share their talents. Those 

who worship with us are touched by the music that underscores our excellence in worship, all for 

the glory of God.  

 



 We delight in singing hymns with the leadership of our adult choir and the artistic and 

rich accompaniment from our 39-rank pipe organ. Our hand bells, recently expanded 

from three to five octaves, enrich the worship experience with anthems offered by two 

adult bell choirs. Multiple instrumental and vocal soloists and small ensembles provide 

additional spiritual connection to the Word. 

 

 Holy Cross has a long history of providing our youth with opportunities to foster their 

love for sacred music through the Cherub choir, Spirit Chime Choir, and as soloists. We 

revel in our youth discovering music as an expression of faith and celebrate as they 

develop their talent and become accomplished instrumentalists and vocalists.  

 

 We are thrilled to share our love of music with the community. We regularly join with 

other local churches and orchestras to form larger ensembles, allowing us to perform 

some of the greatest sacred masterworks, and we attract musicians and audiences from 

across the East Coast through our performing artist concert series and the Blue Grass 

concert series. 

 

Care for Each Other and our Community 

 

Nourished by Word and Sacrament, the people of Holy Cross actively care for those in the 

community of faith and participate in God’s mission in the world. We have a long, rich history of 

joining together in service to care for each other, our local neighbors, and those in need around 

the world.  

 

 The Holy Cross family is an extension of our own. Our volunteers regularly bring Holy 

Communion to shut-ins, drive those without transportation to worship services and other 

church events, and prepare meals for families in need. Our fellowship committee 

sponsors monthly luncheons and special occasion dinners to foster the bonds of 

friendship within our church family. Our cookie brigade delivers home-baked treats to 

welcome those who have recently visited our church.  

 

 Our members are emotionally and financially invested in our congregation, regularly 

serving as worship assistants, committee leaders, Sunday School teachers, small group 

organizers, and property caretakers. When presented with a need for the church, our 

members step forward to donate items and money to support our mission. Our members 

come together in large and small groups to help each other and our neighbors, whether it 

is to rake leaves for the elderly or join other community groups in the Relay for Life to 

fund cancer research. 

 

 In our local community, we use our gifts to teach English, feed the hungry, and comfort 

the sick. We open the church doors to community groups seeking a place to meet—

including a Boy Scout troop for those with special needs and the Herndon/Reston 

Women’s AA group—organize volunteers for a local thrift store, and prepare meals for a 

homeless shelter. Throughout the year, we collect food and other necessities for low-

income families, the elderly, and families in crisis. Our youth help tend a church garden, 



growing food for a local shelter, and our confirmands research and select charities to 

direct the funds collected during our yearly Advent and Lenten campaigns.  

 

 We are dedicated supporters for those in need around the world. Our quilting group 

organizes volunteers to make dozens of quilts each year for Lutheran World Relief, we 

collect hundreds of toys for the annual Toys for Tots campaign, and we raise funds to 

support missionaries and disaster relief efforts across the globe. Our youth take pride in 

their fundraising efforts that have purchased thousands of water purification tablets for 

villages without access to clean water, provided sustainable livestock to help stem 

poverty, and supported an orphans choir from Uganda.    

 

Lifelong Learning for Spiritual Growth  

 

Grounded in the Lutheran tradition, we are committed to the intellectual and spiritual 

development of each individual. Holy Cross offers extensive and varied opportunities for 

lifelong learning to all ages.  

 

 We warmly welcome the youngest of God’s children and nurture their curiosity through 

vibrant and flourishing Sunday School and Vacation Bible School programs. We expand 

the religious understanding of our teenage and young adult members through thought-

provoking and faith-inspiring Confirmation programs and service projects. Our middle 

school and high school age youth are enriched and inspired by synodical and national 

gatherings, worshipping and serving with thousands of young Lutherans.  

 

 Families engage in multigenerational learning that involve all in relationship building and 

faith sharing. Adults in all stages of life find Bible studies, small groups, and educational 

exchanges that offer outlets for personal spiritual growth and development.  

 

 We encourage all individuals at Holy Cross to pursue a spiritual journey that leads to a 

personal and deep relationship with God and resonates in their daily lives. Through 

shared experiences, we are joined together like a beautiful tapestry and bolstered by a 

common spiritual story for Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 

 

 


